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Introduction: 

Micropropagation 

Plant tissue culture, also known as micropropagation, is a technique used to reproduce plants 

in sterile circumstances or in a controlled setting, frequently to create clones of a plant. 

Tissues or cells are maintained in these procedures, either as solids or suspensions, in an 

environment that supports their development and proliferation. These prerequisites include the 

appropriate temperature, the appropriate gaseous and liquid environment, and the appropriate 

nutrition supply. The capacity of several plant cells to regenerate an entire plant is what 

allows for the practice of plant tissue culture (totipotency). Given the necessary nutrients and 

plant hormones, it is frequently possible to create a new plant on culture medium using single 

cells, plant cells without cell walls (protoplasts), fragments of leaves, or (less frequently) roots 

(Vidyasagar, 2006). Currently, tissue culture is thought to be a costly process when used on 

plants. Although micro-propagation is one of the only ways to clonally replicate many 

forestry, plantation, and other hard-to-root species, the expensive expense of tissue culture 

techniques has limited its use in the marketplace. As a result, clonal woods, farms, and crops 

have not yet appeared. 

Pre transplant 

In this phase, the plantlets or shoots are treated to promote root development and "hardening." 

It is carried out in vitro, or in a clean setting similar to a test tube. Although root formation is 

obviously necessary for effective plant growth after the micro propagation process, it does not 

always happen in the initial phases of plant cell culture. By moving the plantlets to a growth 

medium containing auxin(s) that induce root initiation, it is frequently carried out in vitro. 

Pre-transplant preparation is not always necessary; some plants are micro-propagated, grown 

in culture, and produced into regular cuttings that are subsequently rooted ex vitro. 

The process of getting plants ready for a natural growing environment is referred to as 

"hardening." The plantlets have been raised up until this point in "perfect" settings meant to 

promote quick development. The absence of requirement makes the plants more likely to be 

highly sensitive to disease, frequently lack completely effective dermal coverings, and utilize 

water and energy inefficiently. The excessive humidity of in vitro settings prevents plants 

Plant Tissue Culture Applications: A Major Breakthrough in 

Agriculture 

Satish Kumar 

Faculty of Agriculture, Maharishi Markandeshwar (Deemed to be University), 

Mullana, Ambala, Haryana  

 

ARTICLE ID: 110 

 



Vol. 2 Issue-8, April 2022                                                                (e-ISSN: 2582-8223) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

www.justagriculture.in                                                                
 

 

P
ag

e2
 

from developing a functioning cuticle and stomata that prevent the plant from drying out. As a 

result, when plantlets are removed from the culture, they need time to adapt to more natural 

environmental circumstances. Hardening often entails gradually weaning the plantlets from a 

warm, low-light, high-humidity environment to one that is more conducive to the species' 

typical development. This is accomplished by relocating the plants to an area with a high 

humidity level, such as a greenhouse with frequent mist irrigation. 

Transfer from culture 

The plantlets are taken out of the plant media and placed in soil or (more frequently) potting 

compost for conventional techniques of growth in the last step of plant micro propagation. 

This period and the "pre-transplant" stage are frequently mixed. 

Micro propagation techniques 

Micro propagation is a straightforward idea. By the 1960s, the fundamental procedures were 

well established, and on the foundation of the widely used MS medium (Murashige and 

Skoog, 1962) and the many variations that followed, a complete research area and business 

evolved. However, in practice, these procedures haven't exactly been a huge success. Existing 

procedures have not been effective for many species and cultivars. The methods that 

researchers publish for certain species are frequently not repeatable by other laboratories or 

are not able to withstand continuous production. This doesn't necessary mean that the original 

researchers were at fault; rather, it shows that we haven't been considering all the important 

aspects of a commercially successful technology. Some researchers have reexamined the 

fundamental concepts in light of this circumstance. 

The benefits of micro propagation 

Compared to conventional plant propagation methods, micro propagation offers a number of 

benefits:  

• The ability to produce several plants that are exact clones of one another is the 

fundamental benefit of micro propagation.  

• Plants may be produced by micropropagation that are free of disease.  

• Instead of using seeds or cuttings, micro propagation creates rooted plantlets that are 

ready for growth and saves the grower time.  

• It has an incredibly high fecundity, generating thousands of propagules in the same 

amount of time as a traditional method would generate tens or hundreds of propagules. 

• It is an excellent approach to replicate plants that generate seeds in uneconomical 

numbers (if at all) or whose seed cannot be stored; and • It is the only feasible means 

of regenerating genetically modified cells or cells after protoplast fusion (vgr. 

recalcitrant seeds).  

• When compared to identical plants grown using conventional methods, micro 

propagation frequently results in more robust plants, which accelerates growth. 

Factors Affecting in Vitro Growth Choice of explant 
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An explant is the plant tissue that is harvested for cultivation. It has frequently been asserted 

that a totipotent explant may be generated from any section of the plant based on research 

with certain model systems, notably tobacco. Explants of different organs from several 

species exhibit a range in growth and regeneration rates, and others exhibit no growth at all. 

The explant material selected also determines whether the tissue cultured plantlets are haploid 

or diploid. Furthermore, using the wrong explants increases the danger of microbial infection. 

Therefore, prior to tissue culture, it is crucial to select the right explant. There are several 

reasons for the unique variations in the ability of distinct organs and explants to regenerate. 

The key elements include the varying cell cycle stages, the availability of or capacity for 

transporting endogenous growth regulators, and the metabolic capacities of the cells. The 

meristem is the tissue explant that is utilized most frequently. Explants that are aerial (above 

the soil) are likewise abundant in unwanted microorganisms. However, they may typically be 

destroyed by surface sterilisation, and they are more readily removed from the explant by 

gentle washing. The majority of the surface microflora does not develop close relationships 

with the plant tissue. Visual examination typically reveals such correlations as a mosaic, 

decolonization, or localised necrosis on the explant's surface. You can also collect explants 

from seedlings that were aseptically grown from seeds that had been surface-sterilized in 

order to get uncontaminated explants. The allowable conditions of sterilisation employed for 

seeds can be much stricter than for vegetative tissues because the hard surface of the seed is 

less susceptible to penetration of strong surface sterilising agents, such as hypochlorite. 

The in vitro environment 

Along with work on in vitro biology topics like autotrophy and hormone physiology topics 

like auxin-regulated axillary growth (Reinhardt et al., 2000), there are some intriguing areas 

of basic research that could advance our knowledge and, consequently, our capacity to control 

in vitro plant regeneration and development. Monitoring and continually regulating the 

medium composition will be possible with the introduction of recirculating liquid culture 

systems. We must learn more about the in vitro dynamics of mineral nutrition (Williams, 

1995). Since it has been demonstrated that light quality affects the direction of plant 

morphogenesis in vitro and the switch between gametophytic and sporophytic pathways, it is 

frequently disregarded as a potentially significant environmental element. Extensive tissue 

cutting and stress damage are frequent components of tissue culture. We are aware that such 

stress results in plants' physiological changes being encoded (Leon et al., 2001). 

Conclusion 

Plant tissue culture is currently a well-recognized method that has significantly improved 

agricultural crop propagation and development in general. In the next years, this technology is 

expected to contribute more, both on its own and in conjunction with the use of molecular 

biology. Research on various physiological, biochemical, and molecular aspects of plant 

hormones, as well as an understanding of the biological mechanisms that enable the 
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manipulation of in vitro morphogenesis, will significantly advance our understanding and 

provide information that will aid in addressing the problems associated with in vitro 

recalcitrance or in vitro plant growth and development. 
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